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entrenchment, in conformity with Foch's plan for a converging attack
on all fronts by Americans, French, British and Belgians simultane-
ously. The British Cabinet still doubted. Milner, returning from
a visit to France on the 23rd, thought Haig " ridiculously optimistic "
and told Wilson he was " afraid he might embark on another Passchen-
daele." l A last warning was sent to Haig that an unsuccessful attack
with heavy casualties might have a serious effect on public opinion,
whereupon Haig came to London, argued his case and won his point.2
This time the Hindenburg line was held by wearied and exhausted
men, who in spite of a stubborn and valiant resistance could be no
match for their assailants. On September 29 the British Fourth Army
had a rapid and complete success on the southern part from Bullecourt
to St. Quentin ; and though Americans and Australians were held up
on the difficult ground farther north the great defensive system was
broken. In the meantime a Belgian attack under King Albert had
swept over the old Passchendaele battlefield and recaptured Passchen-
daele and Houlthurst Forest (Sept. 28).
To the south French and Americans had been fighting desper-
ately in Champagne and the Argonne where the Germans made a
magnificent last stand. Foch had hoped that a successful blow between
Rheims and the Meuse would cut off the retreat of a large part of the
German army and compel its surrender. Great progress was made,
but the Germans fought every inch of the ground and before Foch's
" pincers " could act the Germans had asked for an armistice, which
was granted on November ir. In subsequent years the Germans
suggested that the war was lost by treachery on the " home front."
It was not so. The army was utterly worn out and the last combined
attacks had shattered the nerve of the higher command. Ludendorff
was convinced that an immediate peace was necessary.
7
It remains to glance at events on other fronts.
In Russia the Red. Revolution had extinguished the moderates and
1 Wilson, " Diaries,*' Vol. H, p. 126.
2 " A History of the Great War,*' by C. R. M. F. Crattwell, p. 563.   Mr.
Cruttwell's book wast he fairest and most comprehensive history of the War
by an English writer that had appeared up to the year 1935.
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